EASTSIDE INTERFATTH SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL
P.O. Box 662, Bellevue, WA. 98009-0662
MEETING, JANUARY 10, 1995

Next meeting, Tuesday, noon, February 14, 1995 at First Presbyterian Church,
1720-100th Ave. NE., Bellevue.

Strengthenlng the family" - Rich Hartman, Washington State Director of LDS
Social Services, will be the speaker.

ANNOUNCEMENTS .

1 Wednesday, March 22. Church Advocacy day. Put your faith into action and
speak on behalf of the poor and disadvantaged. Take this opportunity to meet
with your legislators in Olympia at the Capital Building to discuss legislation
important to the Church Community. Church Advocacy Day will be part of a larger
Human Services Day. We will be joining other groups at the rally. Circle the
date on your calendar. More information will follow, or call Joy Pocasangre,
747-0877 or Jeanne Lamont, 869-7903.

2, Friday, January 27. 7:30 pm, Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 556-124th Ave. NE,
Bellevue. A discussion of "PRAYER IN SCHOOLS" from "Tough Choices".
3. Saturday, February 18. "Art Auction with Heart". University

Congregational Church, 4515-16th NE, Seattle. View 6:00 pm, silent auction begins
6:30, bidding begins 7:30. $5 includes entrance,dessert,beverage,and auction #.
Proceeds go to support Beacon Avenue C.C.C.'s Urban Ministry with emphasis on
pre-schools; and outreach to the immigrant community. If you have any questions
please contact Joan King, 641-2558.

4. Congregations\Agencies: if you have an event that vou would like publicized
in the EISCC minutes, please notify one of the secretaries Several Months ahead
of the event.

5. At the February 14th EISCC meeting Betty Smith, Eastside Multi Ethnic
Center, will report on the work of the Gélamsie Center. Mary Cameron, Eastshore
Unitarian, will report on their congregation's outreach programs, service
projects or other interesting news.

6. Any person from your congregation who is interested in community social
concerns is welcome to attend any and all EISCC monthly meetings. Please
encourage them to attend, participate, and serve on the various task forces.

MEETING MINUTES, JANUARY 10, 1995.

The meeting was called to order by Nadine Shannon, Chairperson, at 12:03 pm in
the Rock room of First Presbyterian Church, Bellevue Nadine Shannon offered a
prayer. The minutes of the December 13, 1994"§%re approved with minor editorial
corrections. The attendance roster was circulated; 32 present.

PROGRAM.

Lee Moriwaki, Seattle Times religious reporter, talked of how newspapers view
social issues and religion in our comunity. The broader issues and trends today
are different than they were in the 70's or 80's. In his opinion the current
issues affecting people and families in the religious community are:

1) Return to church by adults and not necessarily to the church of their
youth: the search for spirituality; a church they feel comfortable
with; a church where they can make a commitment and become involved.

2) Family values and this need in the lives of people young and old.
Also, the question of who, where, when, and how values will be taught.




3) Religious diversity - other churches and religious groups besides
@Ghristians and Jews.

4) Environment has become a much larger issue.

5) Youth violence in all of its ramifications and impact on the youth
and the family.

6) AIDS support and housing of persons afflicted with AIDS.

7) Sexuality in the home.

8) Refugee resettlement.

9) International organizations based in Seattle providing missionaries to
all parts of the world.

10) Poverty, homelessness, and hunger.

The source of much of the material on religious matters comes from church leaders
in the community as well as the wire services. He welcomes direct personal
calls, church bulletins, and suggested topics for stories. Lee Moriwaki can be
reached at: Seattle Times, P.O. Box 70, Seattle, WA. 98111; telephone 464-8324:
fax number 464-2261.

Lori Varosh, Journal American, features editor, talked about the role of a small
local camunity newspaper with no one specifically assigned to cover religion.
Religion plays an important role in almost every story that is written.

The growth of churches on the Eastside is of sufficient importance that religion
is not relegated to the Saturday religion page, but appears at times on the cover
page of the living section of the paper. Lori would welcome your input on what
you would like to see in the Journal American and how they might cover religion
issues, concerns, and stories better. Presently the religion pages are used for
announcements and wire service stories that might have some local significance.
Lori feels that in the future religion and churches are going to be relied on for
much more of the cure for social ills. This seems to be what the electorate was
saying in last November's election. Undoubtedly there will be an impact on the
Eastside, and the Journal American will be there following up on who is affected
and who is falling through the cracks.

Lori Varosh welcomes your input, calls, stories, ideas, suggestions, etc; things
that will keep her up to date on what the religious interests are in the
comunity and coming events. can be reached at the Journal American. P.O.
Box 90130, Bellevue. WA 98009-%230; telephone 453-4245; fax number 635-0603.

Nadine Shannon, Chairperson, suggested we develop a system to have a liaison
person to call both the Seattle Times and the Journal American on a regular basis
and represent EISCC and convey the issues where we feel there is common ground
among the congregations on social issues.

Joy Pocasangre, vice-chairperson, suggested that the monthly congregation
presentations be written up in the minutes and be made available to both
newspapers to provide them with a better insight as to the social concern
activities in the community.

CONGREGATION PRESENTATIONS.

St Louise Catholic - Cutreach - Dorothy Shindler.

St. Louise is one of the largest of the Roman Catholic Churches in Western
Washington. It includes over 2600 families and is located on Main Street and
156th Avenue SE. in Bellevue.




In addition to the outreach of individuals St. Louise has 2 kinds of organized
outreach. One is the process for sharing its money with people in need and the
other involves money and\or personal involvement. To disburse funds which are
donated by parishioners for outreach the Social Concerns Commission evaluates
needs and disburses the funds internationally, nationally, but mostly locally.

The recipients are chosen on the basis of need, not on their religion. Some of
the recipients in the past vear have been the Bellevue Emergency Services Fund
of EISCC, Bellevue Food Bank and Multi- Service Center, Catholic Community
Services, Help a Child, Friends of Children, Friends of Youth, St. Joseph Baby
Corner, Blackfoot Native Americans of Montana, Prison Ministry\Matthew House, and
Catholic Relief Services.

In the category of programs with personal involvement, as well as money, we help
with Crossroads Meals, St Vincent DePaul, (one to one help for individuals and
families), and a monthly luncheon and entertainment in the Church Hall for
seniors, some of whom are from retirement homes. The monthly number has grown
to 100. We are Support Church for Cross of Christ Lutheran in the Congregations
for the Homeless program. One of our largest projects is Housing at the
Crossroads which we share with Bellevue First Presbyterian Church. It offers
housing and resources for 5 families.

In addition we have a Job Location Program which we learned from and share with
our neighbors of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Other outreach
includes Habitat for Humanity, $2,500 designated for Holiday Food for needy
families, Giving Tree-over 600 gifts, Emergency Feeding Program, Chores Ministry,

_ boxes at the Church for Food Donations, and Friend to Friend. In addition we have

a ministry to the Espanic Community which includes a regular Sunday Mass at
12:30 pm and a Espanic resource person, Alicia Martinez.

St. Luke's Lutheran - Dorothy Scott.

My church is growing especially with voung families. Last Sunday we started 3
Sunday services and we have 1 Wednesday evening commuter service. A year ago we
called an associate pastor. Our Benevolence and Social Concerns Committee selects
organizations that will receive our benevolence grants and coordinates the
outreach program. They are:

1) Congregations for the Homeless-We will be the Host Church for the month of
February for the homeless men. So now we are busy organizing this program.
Overlake Park Presbyterian Church will be the Support Congregation.

2) Feeding Program at Crossroads Community Center-We provide food and volunteers
and serve the meal once a month at the center.

3) Emergency Feeding Program- We provide volunteers 2 week-ends a yvear to take
calls and deliver food if requested.

4) Special Projects-We host special projects during the year such as Holiday
Baskets, Clothing Drives, Food Drives, etc.

5) Legislative networking-St. Luke's ccordinates with other churches to advocate
for justice for all including disadvantaged groups and networks to influence
public policy.

6) Volunteer Chore Ministry- We provide help to the ill, elderly, and home bound
in various areas of daily living, preparing meals, providing transportation etc.
7) Kid's Holiday Store-For the 2nd Christmas, in connection with YWCA Family
Village, children are given the opportunity to shop for holiday gifts for their
families. St. Luke's is the store and we provide the gifts and the children can
select, wrap, and give the gifts to their family. We provided special requested
gifts for the entire family as well as food vouchers. We helped 22 families
(74 individuals) this past Christmas.




8) Palm Sunday flowers-On Palm Sunday we take plants to homes in our surrounding
community. Included with the plant is a folder with a sketch of our church and
a schedule of Holy Week and Easter services. The community has given positive
feedback on this program.

Our vouth are involved in Habitat For Humenity, Feeding Program at Crossroads,
Congregations for the Homeless, Breakfast at Lutheran Compass Center, and Kid's
Holiday Store.

Our small group ministry is growing at St Luke's. We have Bible Study groups,
Support groups and Personal Interest groups.

REPORTS.

Treasurer's Report - Nadine Bentsen - 747-1543

Beginning Balance $49,215.08

Correction to Income 10.60

Income 96.88

Expenses 7,959.90

Ending Balance 41,362.66

CFH $37,888.03 Cultural Diversity 200.00
HIVN\AIDS 882.88 Employment 402.28
General Fund 1,890.70 Housing 98.77

Cultural Diversity Task Force - Betty Smith - 746-8085

They are busy contacting school advisors, principals, teachers, etc with the
thought of setting up community area meetings with the local school officials and
the public at large. This might bring in parents who want help in solving
problems with their children. The goal for the future is to hold our own cultural
diversity conference sponsored jointly by EISCC and the City of Bellevue through
Kevin Henry.

HIV/ATDS Task Force - Diana Roger - 277-6528
Diana is meeting with Rabbi Anson Laytner, Director of the Multifaith AIDS
Project in Seattle, to see how the two groups can interface and work together.

Membership Camittee - Betty Spohn - 451-3651

Emphasis during the month has been on updating our mailing lists so the minutes
and materials reach the right persons. Thirty-two persons attended this meeting;
congratulations.

Finance Committee - Nadine Bentsen - 747-1543

In the future we need to address the possibility of raising dues for EISCC. The
dues and interest are not adequate to fund the cost of copies and mailing
expenses due to the increase in postal rates. Also, a second billing is going out
to those past members who are not current with their dues.

Congregations for the Homeless - Joan King - 641-2558

We need to look ahead to December 1995 and see which congregation will be willing
to be the host church. Grace Lutheran was host in 1993 and St Margaret's in 1994.
If you would like to be the host church in December, please contact Joan. Also,
it has been suggested that we rotate the month in which a congregation is host
church throughout the vear.




Faith and Values Comnittee - Bill Graden - 641-5674
Your Z,000 letters were a deciding factor in Viacom Cablevision making available
the Faith and Values Programming on channel 15. We share the channel with
Sports; it is a big step in the right direction. Watch the programs and give us
your feedback. Hours for viewing are:

Sunday 4 am until 9 am; Monday thru Friday 4 am until 4 pm.

OTHER BUSINESS.

Don Beeman - 885-6858

Don has a belief that €arbon Hioxide is a highly toxic chemical agent that is
being put into the air and is a major contributing factor that affects
respiratagmn) , allergies, asthma, and mood altering conditions such as
depression, anxiety, heart palpitations, parancia, and a cause of violence. He
feels we are treating the symptoms instead of the cause. If you would like to
help Don through letter writing or telephoning, please call him.

Shelly Noble - EISCC Bellevue Fmergency Services Fund - 747-4826

This fund was established to assist families and individuals with rent,
utilities, emergency housing and other unmet needs. The fund relies on donations
from EISCC congregations and is administered by the Bellevue Multi-Service
Center. Congregations may refer clients for assistance during normal MSC working
hours, M-F, 8:30-4:30.

In 1994 the EISCC Bellesvue Emergency Services fund used $21,850 to help 374
families. These were families who might have lost their homes, or been without
neat, water, or transportation without your help. To dconate to the fund please
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE EISCC BELLEVUE EMERGENCY SERVICES FUND. Checks should
be sent to: Bellevue Multi Service Center

2253 - 140th Ave. N.E.

Bellevue, WA 98005
All funds go to direct service and nothing is used for administrative costs.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:37 pm. Next meeting: noon, Tuesday, February 14,
1995 at First Presbyterian Church, 1720-100th Awve. NE., Bellevue.

Respectfully submitted,
Betty Spohn and Bill Graden
Co-Secretary



EASTSIDE INTERFATTH SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL
P.O. Box 662, Bellevue, WA. 98009-0662
MEETING, FEBRUARY 14, 1995

Next meeting, Tuesday, noon, March 14, 1995 at First Presbyterian Church,
1720-100th Avenue NE., Bellevue.

PROGRAM.
"How Faith Cammmnities Can Respond To AIDS" - Rabbi Anson Laytner, Director of
the Multifaith AIDS Project of Seattle, will be the speaker.

ANNOUNCEMENTS .

1s. Wednesday, March 22. Church Advocacy Day. Put your faith into action and
speak on behalf of the poor and disadvantaged. Take this opportunity to meet
with your legislators in Olympia at the Capital Building to discuss legislation
important to the Church Cammunity. Church Advocacy Day will be part of a larger
Human Services Day. We will be joining other groups at the rally. Circle the
date on your calendar and plan to attend. We will leave fram First Presbyterian
Church, Bellevue, lower parking lot at 7:30 am. People should be there by 7:15
am. We will ride as a group in their 25 passenger bus to Olympia. We should
return sametime after 4:00 pm. Call Jeanne Lamont, 869-7903 or Joy Pocasangre,
747-0877 to assure a seat on the bus.

2. Review the proposed amendments to the EISCC Constitution/Bylaws enclosed
with these minutes. We will vote at the March 14, 1995 meeting on these changes.

3 Good News - The Faith & Values channel programming on Viacom Cablevision
and Telepro Cable TV, Channel 15, has been expanded. New viewing hours are:
Monday-Friday, 4:00 am to 3:00 pm; Saturday & Sunday 24 hours a day. Be sure to
take advantage of this interfaith programming because it serves people of faith,
people on their own spiritual journeys, people in trouble, and people in your
church or synagogue. The Faith and Values Channel can be a real blessing to you,
your family, your congregation and our community.

4, Assignments for the March 14, 1995 meeting were made as follows:
* Mary Ann Knowles, Sacred Heart Catholic, will report on their
congregation’'s outreach program.
* Shelley Noble, Multi Service Center - Bellewvue, will report on the work
of their agency.
* Jim Palmer, First Presbyterian, Bellevue, will offer an opening prayer.

5, Please share this EISCC information with your clergy and outreach social
action group in your congregation.

MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 14, 1995.

The meeting was called to order by Nadine Shannon, Chairperson, at 12:02 pm in
the Rock Room of First Presbyterian Church, Bellevue. Gerry Longton offered a
prayer. The minutes of the January 10, 1995 meeting were approved as mailed with
minor editorial corrections. Introductions were made by those present. The
attendance roster was circulated; 28 present.




PROGRAM.

Rich Hartman, Washington State Director of LDS Social Services, talked to us
about "Strengthening the Family". Government has a tendency to bring in experts
to help solve family problems, but, perhaps what is really needed, is for us to
look to families for the solution of their problems. Also, is it really the role
of government to provide us with our values and conscience’

Families are the building block of our society-- as our families go, so do our
comunities and our nation. In a family children learn self confidence, respect
for others, kindness, ability to love others, cooperation,attitudes of service,
a sense of belonging, concept of work, principles of deferred gratification,
rules of society are-passed-on, values, and ethics. " Values and conscience don't
flow from governments to their people; rather values and conscience that a
government has, come from the people to the government. Wise laws and effective
institutions then support those values and principles”. Rich suggested a slogan;
"in our communities families are our most important product".

Rich discussed the role of mothering and fathering in the family. Mothering
brings to mind the idea of nurturing, caring, service, sacrifice, etc. Fathering
doesn't often generate more in the mind than the biological process of
procreation. But he reminded us that our creator admonished us to address Him by
the title of Father; what a great example.

Fathers should do the following in the family:

1) Help children feel good about themselves-- fathers tend to be validators
whereas mothers are nurturers. Skills dads use in the work place are not always
the same skills used in the home. Instead of ordering people around at hame,
persuasion, gentleness, kindness, love, patience, and time spent with family
members are important skills.

2) Have fun with his children- anything can be fun if dad just remembers
that the child is more important than the activity."Memories are made of stuff
time measures - what do you want, dad - regrets or treasures"?

3) Fathers should lessen the lectures and lengthen the listening.

4) Fathers should teach their children to work - it takes patience and
time to be with them. Through helping dad do grown up things, children have fun
and learn to work at the same time.

5) One of the most important things a father can do for his children is to
love their mother. This becames a model where adults treat one another with
respect,“kindness, and disagreement brings about resolution without anger and
abuse. When the children leave the hame they remember the example learned in the
home.

How do we help families and parents accomplish the things they are supposed to
accomplish in the home? It is through applying and teaching basic common sense
values and principles that positive changes will come about. The role of
organizations or groups like EISCC can be a vital force for change when they
became involved in providing leadership, direction, and solutions. Also, it is
important to get the parents involved with the solutions so that we can build
stronger families. Remember that as our families go, so goes our cammunity. We
should not do things that undermine the relationship between parent and children.



REPORTS.

Treasurer's Report - Nadine Bentsen - 747-1543

Beginning Balance $41,362.66

Income 7,545.25

Expenses 7,828.60

Ending Balance $41,079.31

CFH $37,486.76 Cultural Diversity $200.00
HIV\AIDS 882.88 Employment 402.28
General Fund 2,008.62 Housing 98.77

Has your congregation recently approved funds for 1995 EISCC dues/task forces and
CFH? If so, would you please advise Nadine Bentsen of the amounts and anticipated
contribution schedule. Funds committed to the CFH fund are especially needed.

Proposed amendments to Constitution/Bylaws - Sally Wing - 747-5924

Sally reviewed the proposed amendments and explained why the changes are being
suggested. According to our constitution, a thirty-day prior written notice must
be given before woting on any changes. Take this information back to your
congregation and discuss it with those who would be concerned. We plan to vote
on these changes at the March 14, 1995 EISCC meeting. (See attached proposed
amendments)

Congreqations for the Homeless - Joan King - 641-2558

Presently the shelter is at St. Luke's Lutheran and they are supported by
Overlake Park Presbyterian. The latest statistics show we provided in January
407 bednights, 31 men participating, an average of 15 per night.

On January 25, 1995 there was an awards ceremony at Bellevue City Hall hosted
by A Codlation for Regional Housing (ARCH), a citizens advisory board of Eastside
residents, committed to increasing the supply of affordable housing in East King
County. A Community Housing Recognition Award was presented and accepted by
Najir;e Shannon on behalf of EISCC for our Congregations for the Homeless Program.
‘ ¢ Copies of the plaque have been made so that every congregation that has
participated as a host/support or contributor of funds will receive a copy of the
award. The original plaque will travel with the trailer each month and may be
displayed at the host congregation.

Employment - Dale Latimer - 455-5608

We meet every Thursday night at 7:30 pm, room 11/13, at the LDS Church, 14536
Main Street. Those persons looking for employment or a job upgrade are welcame.
We have many job opportunities and listings. Check our free EISCC sponsored
employment service. Also, we will help you with your résumé.

We are planning, about the middle of May, an Ewployment Seminar or Job Fair.
wWatch for further details.

lLegislative Conference - Joy Pocasangre

Joy reported the Legislative Conference held on Saturday, January 28, 1995 was
extremely enlightening and informative about what is going on in Olympia. We
need to be more informed as to the issues so that when we meet with our
legislators in Olympia on March 22, 1995 we can ask them specific guestions and
seek answers. Some of the issues discussed were: working childrers hours, days,
ages etc; day care issues; naturalized citizens’ issues. Joy suggested we
consider forming a task force this winter that would report to EISCC what is
really happening in the legislative session in Olympia.




CONGREGATTION/AGENCY PRESENTATIONS .

Eastside Multi-Ethnic Center - Betty Smith Program manager.

The Eastside Multi-Ethnic Center was started in the late 70's as a volunteer
effort by concerned sponsors of newly arrived refugees. It was called the Asian
Resettlement Center. As result of Eastern Europeans arriving in the late 80's,
the name was changed to the Eastside Resettlement Center. In 1992, a merger took
place with the Employment Opportunity Center of Seattle and thus it became the
Eastside Multi-Ethnic Center.

The services still remain the same with an emphasis on English as a Second
Language, employment counseling and placement, and social services. Three ESL
classes are offered four days a week. The population being served at this time
a¥é mostly Russians and Vietnamese. About one hundred students are enrolled.

Funding for the programs comesfrom grants with the State, the City of Bellevue,
King County, and the City of Kirkland. A new program started in the fall of 1994
at Spiritwood Manor and Hidden Village. Both are King County Housing
developments for low income housing. English is offered two days a week at each
place. After school tutoring and children's activities are provided as well as
workshops on commnity services that are available for the tenants. This new
program is the result of special funding by the City of Bellevue. This is a new
concept of bringing services to the cammunity where there is a need.

East Shore Unitarian - Gwen Lewis.

The Social Justice Council is an umbrella organization at East Shore that is
involved in community, state, national, and international social justice issues.
Its goal is to help facilitate East Shore members as they work on social justice
issues. The following is a list of social justice task forces/programs in
operation during 1994.

1) Crossroads Meals Program - The church prepared dinner on the first Monday of
each month for 60-100 people.

2) Sharing of Sustenance - Each Sunday members donate non-perishable food to the
Bellevue Multi-Service Center and clothes and toiletries to the Campass Center
in Pioneer Square, Seattle.

3) Gay/Lesbian Task Force - Prepared at least one service per year dedicated to
raising awareness of members on gay/lesbian issues in the community.

4) Mentoring Project - Volunteers make a one-year cammitment to tutor children
at risk in the Lake Washington School District for 1 day a week for 2 hours.
5) Transylvania Sister Church - Through special collections, funds were raised
to buy farm equipment and help support the minister and his family in the village
of Toroskoszentgyorgy in Transylvania, Romania.

6) Children's Task Force - addressed 1ssues affecting children in poverty and
children at risk through a Giving Tree Project, Books for Kids, and YWCA Family
Village Child Care Center.

7) New Hope Baptist Church in Seattle's Rainier Valley District - Helped with a
computer program that teaches children about camputers. Also, participated in
Black Dollar Days Task Force that encourages Seattlites to patronize African
American owned businesses.

8) Homeless Projects - Participation in the YWCA Family Village project that
provides traditional housing apartments where families can live up to 18 months
while they pursue a plan to become self-sufficient. We have adopted one
apartment and furnished it with food, linens, pots & pans, and other necessities.
Also, we are a host church for the EISCC Congregation for the Haomeless program;
we provided meals and shelter for up to 30 men for one month.



Collaborative Leadership Provider Group - Pam Toelle,representative - 454-4568
We are in the beginning stage of assessing the needs in the school/community.
Several task forces are being formed and others considered to determine specific
issues in which school and community can work together. Pam is looking for
volunteer opportunities. Also, the solutions to needs, in order to work, must
come from the people who have the need .

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 pm. Next meeting: noon, Tuesday, March 14,
1995 at First Presbyterian Church, 1720-100th Ave. NE., Bellevue.

Respectfully submitted,

Betty Spohn and Bill Graden
Co-Secretary

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS .

"100 YEARS; THE STORY OF A JEWISH FAMILY"

Witness the journey of a Jewish family through three poignant events accampanied
by Elijah, the magical prophet. Travelling in disqguise, he brings centuries of
wisdom to those in need. An intimate and enchanted story of history, humor and
hope. Opens March 17 - plays through April 9, 1995 - Fridays 7:30, Saturdays
2:00 & 7:30, Sundays 2:00 - Youth Theater Northwest, SE 40th and 88th Avenue SE
on Mercer Island. Tickets $8, call 2342-2202. Group rates and special school
performances available.




