EASTSIDE INTERFAITH SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL
P.O. Box 662, Bellevue, WA 98009-0662
MINUTES, JANUARY 13, 1998

If you cannot be present, please send an alternate. Clergy,
youth representatives, persons who work with youth or social
ministry programs, and other lay persons are welcome. Please
provide brief announcements in writing. Please include EISCC
announcements in your congregational newsletter.

WELCOME AND PRAYER. Chairperson Beverly Goucher (206-232-1030)
opened the meeting with prayer by Jim Palmer at 12:07 p.m., January
13, 1998, in the Chapel Lounge at the First Presbyterian Church,
Bellevue. Twenty-eight persons were present.

SELF-INTRODUCTIONS were made by those present.

PROGRAM. Problems/Concerns of Elderly Persons in the Community.
Shelley Noble, Multi-Service Center (425-747-4826), identified
Bellevue as having one of the most rapidly growing senior (65+
years) populations in King County, having increased 98% in the past
decade. Persons 75 or older have the highest rate (16%) of low
income in King County. The Multi-Service Center has provided
transportation, assistance with heating bills (along with the City
of Bellevue), and food. She noted needs for non-citizens who have
lost Supplemental Security Income support. There is a need for a
continuum of affordable housing, and an increasing need for the food
bank. A goal of her program is to assist people to remain in their
homes, and to obtain needed services in the community. Wellness and
recreation programs are provided through the city, and health care
through such resources as the Rota-Care Clinic on Saturday mornings
at Cross of Christ Lutheran Church. Noble noted that a nurse
practitioner is present at the food bank.

Rowena Rye, Program Manager, Senior Director, Senior Rights
Assistance Program for Senior Services (206-448-3110), works for a
non-profit private agency which has 35 outreach sites, providing
senior centers, adult day care, utility assistance, delivery of
meals on wheels and of grocery items, and volunteer transportation.
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Senior Information and Assistance emphasizes a variety of long-term
care options, to assist persons to maintain their independence in
the community. Senior Rights offers volunteer advocates, who make
legal referrals if necessary, and provide consumer and health care
information. The majority of clients are low- and middle-income.
The agency also works with adult children, for example, of parents
moving from out of state.

Brochures were provided'for Friend to Friend, a program which
trains volunteers to visit residents of nursing, assisted living,
and retirement homes. (425-822-3584)

MINUTES of the December 9, 1997, meeting were approved as printed.
(sally Wing, 425-747-5924).

TREASURER'S REPORT. (Jim Palmer, 425-747-2977) (Attached).

Balance at the end of December was $36,398. Catholic Community
Services has been paid for services to Congregations for the
Homeless in October. Contributions have been received for
Congregations for the Homeless from congregations, individuals, and
the Lockwood Foundation. A contribution from Bellevue Christian
Church to the Emergency Services Fund will be forwarded to the
Multi-Service Center. Palmer expressed gratitude for contributionmns.
The treasurer's report was accepted.

Bellevue Emergency Services Fund report for 1997 was presented
by the Multi-Service Center (Jennifer, 425-747-4826). EISCC
contributions totaled $19,671, or 70% of contributions to the fund.
Largest categories of expenditures were: rent, 44%; Puget Sound
Energy, 19%; gasoline (automobiles), 9%; and water, 7%: for a total
of 518,677,

TASK FORCES AND COMMITTEES.

Membership. (Betty Spohn, 425-451-3651). EISCC Update (news-
letter), the Emergency Services Directory, and new brochures will be

mailed this week. Spohn was thanked for reminder calls about EISCC
meetings.

Legislative. (Joy Pocasangre, 425-747-0877). A survey concerning
housing was provided, to be transmitted to A Regional Coalition for
Housing. News items which she shared included announcements about
legislative issues and media training. Members were reminded to
contact their legislators by using the Legislative Hot Line (1-800-
562-6000). Clergy Advocacy Day will be Wednesday, February 4; and
Jewish Advocacy Day and Church Advocacy Day will be Thursday.
February 19, all events in Olympia.

(Pam Toelle, 425-746-
8659). A subcommittee is working with community clubs to develop
pilot projects of interaction with children.a
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(Nadine Shannon, 425-746-6019).
Jim Palmer was thanked for assistance with the United Way grant.
Advance Bellevue! will name Congregations for the Homeless as the
outstanding program of the year at a celebration of Best of Bellevue
leadership on Monday, April 13 at the Wintergarden.

MSC to provide Eastside Interfaith Social Concerns Council mailing
list to Advance Bellevue! for invitations to the April 13 event.

OTHER BUSINESS. None.

ANNOUNCEMENTS .

1 Please share Eastside Interfaith Social Concerns Council
information with your clergy and your Social Action or Outreach
committees.

2. Brief written notices of events in your congregation or
organization about three or four months ahead, for which you
encourage participation by the community, can be included in the
minutes. Please include name and telephone number of contact person
and/or sponsoring organization.

3. Newcomer packets are available from Betty Spohn, Membership
Chair (425-451-3651). She also has extra copies of Council minutes,

brochures, and the Strengthening the Family booklet.

4, Economic Justice Forum, sponsored by the Seattle University
School of Theology and Ministry, will present breakfasts on issues
of social and economic justice at the Campion Tower on the Seattle
University Campus. Speakers include: Sunny Kobe Cook, President and
CEO of Sleep Country, USA, Tuesday, March 17, 1998, 7:15 - 8:30
a.m.; and Mike Flynn, Publisher, Puget Sound Business Journal,
Tuesday, May 19, 1998, 7:15 - 8:30 a.m. Cost for each breakfast is
$12 including parking. Reservations: Eddie Salazar, Economic
Justice Forum, c/o School of Theology and Ministry, Seattle
University, Seattle, WA 98122. (206) 296-5330.

5. James Printz, Temple De Hirsch Sinai, noted the availability of
grants from the Horwitz Foundation (Beverly Gray, 425-453-4295).

ADJOURNMENT. The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

| Gl

Sally//Wing
Co-Secretar

March 10, 1998. Literacy programs on the Eastside.
April 14, 1998. Developing yvouths' assets.
May 12, 1998. Affordable Housing.



EASTSIDE INTERFAITH SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL

Activity Report - All funds
For month ended December 31, 1997
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EASTSIDE INTERFAITH SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL
P.0. Box 662, Bellevue, WA 98009-0662
MINUTES, FEBRUARY 10, 1998

If you cannot be present, please send an alternate. Clergy,
youth representatives, persons who work with youth or social
ministry programs, and other lay persons are welcome. Please
provide brief announcements in writing. Please include EISCC
announcements in your congregational newsletter or bulletins.

WELCOME AND PRAYER. Chairperson Beverly Goucher (206-232-1030)
opened the meeting with prayer by Al Bagley at 12:06 p.m., February
10, 1998, in the Chapel Lounge at the First Presbyterian Church,
Bellevue. Nineteen persons were present,

SELF-INTRODUCTIONS were made by those present. Betty Smith
announced that Eastside Multi-Ethnic Center is now operated by

Jewish Family Services, following the bankrupty of the Opportunities
Industrialization Center.

PROGREM. "Legislative Issues during the 1998 Legislative Session."”
Moderated by Joy Pocasangre, EISCC Legislative Task Force
Chairperson. Panelists were: the Rev. Geoff Ethelston, EISCC Past
Chairperson; Beverly Goucher, EISCC Chairperson; and the Rev. Dr.
Rick Morse, Lake Washington Christian Church (Disciples), consultant
to Interfaith Alliance of Washington State.

Reporting on the Washington Association of Churches legislative
conference on January 24, Goucher noting a keynote address by the
Rev. John Boonstra, WAC Executive Minister, briefing from
legislative advocates, and seveeral concurrent workshops. The
Welfare Rights Organizing Coalition (206-324-3063), during a
workshop, identified their position on several welfare-related
legislative issues. She also noted an initiative campaign, the
Paycheck Protection Act, to raise the minimum wage, including
indexing to the Consumer Price Index.
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Clergy Advocacy Day, for which Ethelston served as co-chair,
occurred on February 4, in Olympia. Ethelston noted that 1998 is an
election year for all state Representatives and one-half of the
state Senators. Two District one legislators, Senator Rosemary
McAuliffe, and Representative Al O'Brien, met with participating
clergy, who expressed their support and appreciation for lawmakers
who "cast their votes with the respect for religious diversity of
our communities." These legislators emphasized the importance of
electing "reasonable people" to office. The group also received
briefings from several lobbyists, and expressed concern about
politicizing of ethical issues. Ethelston noted the importance of
contacting Governor Locke's office about concerns and raising
questions about issues with candidates for office.

Morse reminded the group of our :common interests and beliefs
concerning public policy." He noted that the radical religious
right, which represents less than four per cent of Washington's
population, has had a "disproportionate voice in public policy." He
stated that Christian Coalition voters' guides are being challenged
in federal courts as illegal to distribute in churches. He
emphasized the importance of educating citizens, for example, using
a "voting is a civic sacrament" poster. He identified the
Interfaith Alliance (206-654-3468) as politically moderate,
supporting religious freedom and opposed to discrimination of any
kind. Voters' guides have been disseminated by direct mail, rather
than in churches.

Pocasangre recommended that interested individuals obtain
information, in order to connect their faith with social action.
She reminded the audience that no one is allowed to campaign for
elected office until after the legislative session has ended. She
also reminded people of Church Advocacy Day on February 19, and
encouraged participation on the Legislative Task Force.

MINUTES of the January 13, 1998, meeting were approved as corrected,
with the substitution in two places on page 3 of the correct date,
April 3, for the Advance Bellevue event. (Sally Wing, 425-747-
50324°) .

TREASURER'S REPORT. (Jim Palmer, 425-747-2977) (Attached).

Balance at the end of January was $39,728, which Palmer
characterized as a healthy cash position. Catholic Community
Services has billed for services to Congregations for the Homeless
in November and December, not recorded on this statement. A
contribution of $275 has been received from St. Margaret's Episcopal
Church for Project Home-Made Soups, and a grant of $1,988 has been
received from the City of Kirkland for Congregations for the
Homeless. Palmer expressed gratitude for contributions. The
treasurer's report was accepted.
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TASK FORCES AND COMMITTEES.

Legislative. (Joy Pocasangre, 425-747-0877). Proposed amendments
in Congress, viewed as weakening the Federal Fair Housing Act, were
brought to the group's attention.

Human Services Collaborative Leadership. (Pam Toelle, 425-746-
8659). A subcommittee is working with community clubs to develop
pilot projects of interaction with children.a

ns for ess. (Nadine Shanncn, 425-746-6019).
Jim Palmer and Terry Kimber have spoken with the Mercer Island
Ministerial Association. Holy Trinity Lutheran Church will be a
support congregation for St. Thomas Episcopal Church. A grant of
$15,000 was recently approved at a King County Council meeting.

OTHER RBUSINESS. None.

ANNOUNCEMENTS .

1. Please share Eastside Interfaith Social Concerns Council
information with your clergy and your Social Action or Outreach
committees.

2 Brief written notices of events in your congregation or
organization about three or four months ahead, for which you
encourage participation by the community, can be included in the
minutes. Please include name and telephone number of contact person
and/or sponsoring organization.

3. Newcomer packets are available from Betty Spohn, Membership
Chair (425-451-3651). She also has extra copies of Council minutes,
brochures, and the Strengthening the Family booklet.

4, Economic Justice Forum, sponsored by the Seattle University
School of Theology and Ministry, will present breakfasts on issues
of social and economic justice at the Campion Tower on the Seattle
University Campus. Speakers include: Sunny Kobe Cook, President and
CEO of Sleep Country, USA, Tuesday, March 17, 1998, 7:15 - 8:30
a.m.; and Mike Flynn, Publisher, Puget Sound Business Journal,
Tuesday, May 19, 1998, 7:15 - 8:30 a.m. Cost for each breakfast is
$12 including parking. Reservations: Eddie Salazar, Economic
Justice Forum, c¢/o School of Theology and Ministry, Seattle
University, Seattle, WA 98122. (206) 296-5330.

5. "The School Zone" is a regular presentation on Channel 55 by the
Bellevue School District. Programs which provide information about
curriculum, student activities, etc. are broadcast on Tuesdays, 11
a.m. and 7 p.m., and Fridays, 11 a.m. and 9 p.m. A current program
guide is available by calling 425-456-4000.
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6. Utilities assistance is offered by the City of Bellevue for

eligible low-income senior citizens and disabled persons. For
information, call 425-452-5285.

ADJQURNMENT. The meeting was adjourned at l 27 . D

Co-Sec
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF FUTURE PROGRAMS

April 14. 1998.
May 12, 1998.

Developing youths' assets.

Affordable Housing.

June 8., 1998, Response to welfare reform.

A | INTERFA
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If you cannot be present, please send an alternate. Clergy,
youth representatives, persons who work with youth or social
ministry programs, and other lay persons are welcome. Please
provide brief announcements in writing. Please include EISCC
announcements in your congregational newsletter or bulletins.

WELCOME AND PRAYER. Vie-Chairperson Terry Kimber (425-644-1729)
opened the meeting with prayer by Jim French at 12:06 p.m., March
10, 1998, in the Chapel Lounge at the First Presbyterian Church,
Bellevue. Twenty-nine persons were present.

SELF-INTRODUCTIONS were made by those present.

PROGRAM. "Literacy programs on the Eastside." Betty Smith, Eastside
Multi-Ethnic Center (425-643-2221), described literacy work with
refugees. The Center, which is now part of Jewish Family Service,
is also supported by grants from Bellevue, Kirkland, Youth Eastside
Services, and King County. They provide twice monthly Work First
workshops for employment, and have an employment counselor to assist
with job search and placement. They provide twice daily English as
a Second Language classes, funded by the State, as well as weekly
basic ESL classes and employment training in Kirkland.

Alice Ferrier, executive director of the Eastside Literacy
Council (425-643-1912), accompanied by Nancy Parish, reported 621
students last year, including more than 400 whose first language is
not English. She presented a short videotape, filmed during
"Northwest Afternoon," depicting embarrassment and feelings of
inadequacy of illiterate persons, unable to complete applications or
read to themselves or others. An estimated 10% of Washington adults
have skills below third grade, and one-third below eighth grade.

The Council, with the aid of 400 volunteers, provides 25 weekly ESL
classes on the Eastside.



Scott Brower, member of one of five local Rotary Clubs, made a
brief presentation on RotaCare (425-828-4304), the free medical
clinic sponsored by Rotary Clubs and Overlake Hospital Medical
Center on Saturdays from 9:30 -11:30 a.m. at Cross of Christ
Lutheran Church. The program is staffed by volunteer medical,
social service, and interpretive persons. The local clinic currently
serves each week by diagnosis and some medications about eight to
twelve persons who do not qualify for other programs. The $20,000
annual budget for medications and equipment is supported by
contributions, and has an administrative council to oversee its
functioning.

MINUTES of the February 10, 1998, meeting were approved as mailed.
(Sally Wing, 425-747-5924). Corrections are listed at the end of
this report for the mailing list included with those minutes.

TREASURER'S REPORT. (Jim Palmer, 425-747-2977) (Attached).
Balance at the end of February was $39,720. Catholic Community
Services has been paid for services to Congregations for the
Homeless in November and December. Second notices for dues, which
are past due, have been mailed, resulting in receipts of $160.
Grants have been received from St. Margaret's Thrift Shop and from
cities of Bellevue, Issaquah, and Redmond. The treasurer's report
was accepted.

TASK FORCES AND COMMITTEES.

(Nadine Shannon, 425-746-6019).
Nadine Shannon and Jim Palmer were thanked for their efforts
resulting in an award from Advance Bellevue, to be presented on
April 3. Also receiving awards will be EISCC members Karen Ridlon,
Eastside Baby Corner; and Alicia Martinez, St. Louise Catholic
Church.

(Betty Spohn, 425-451-3651). People new at this meeting
will be included on the mailing list for the minutes. (See
corrections at the end of this report).

OTHER BUSINESS., Terry Kimber (425-644-1729) noted a display of
items made of fleece scraps and patterns, which are available for
charitable purpose. Items made by a local sewing club have included
baby booties for Eastside Baby Corner.

Patricia Anne Meehan, a member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
and active in EISCC as its treasurer for several years, died
recently. Members who knew her signed a sympathy card to be sent to
her family.

Hans Rasmussen (425-747-3780) announced that East Shore:
Unitarian Church will no longer have space after May 1 for League of
Women Voters, and requested that persons who are aware of space
telephone him.



