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EASTSIDE INTERFAITH SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL MINUTES
P.O. Box 662, Bellevue, WA 98009-0662
January 11, 201§
The meeting was held in Bristol Hall of St. Margaret's Episcopal Church on January 11, 201‘, beginning at 12:00 noon.
OPENING PRAYER was provided by EISCC President JoAnne Way.
SELF-INTRODUCTIONS were made by 22 members and guests.
MINUTES of the November 9, 2010 meeting were approved as distributed.
CONGREGATIONS FOR THE HOMELESS: CFH Executive Director Steve Roberts (206-295-7803 or stever@cfhomeless.orqg) reported that the

program had a great December at First Presbyterian Church of Bellevue with lots of Christmas merrymaking. The shelter is now at Redmond United
Methodist Church. There they are opening early (at 6:00 p.m.) and are staying open for the Sunday Seahawks games.

CFH is still in need of blankets. Each man entering the shelter receives a blanket, taking it with him as he transitions into housing. CFH is particularly
looking for twin-sized, washable blankets.

CFH can also use clothing, particularly XXL men's jackets and other XXL clothing.

THE EASTSIDE SEVERE WEATHER SHELTER: The Eastside Severe Weather Shelter, run jointly by Congregations for the Homeless and the
Sophia Way, is now open continuously until February 151, The shelter is moving from the Crossroads Community Center to it new location in
Redmond's Old Schoolhouse Community Center (16600 NE 801 St) on January 15, 2011.

Steve says that “it is an amazing community that is occurring there.” He points out that you don't have to be homeless to take advantage of the
severe weather shelter; it's for anyone who, for whatever reason — be it heating problems, etc. — needs a warm safe place on these cold nights. The
highest single night occupancy to date has been 52 people. And this actually might increase as the word gets out that it is open continuously.

How can you help?

» Prepared food donations are accepted at 8:00 p.m. nightly.
o The severe weather shelter is in need of an additional 12 sleeping mats. These cost $150 apiece.

For more information contact either CFH or the Sophia Way.

THE SOPHIA WAY: Sophia Way Executive Director Helen Leuzzi (425-463-6285 or director@sophiaway.org) reported that Christmas was also an
inspiring time at their program. But she urges supporters to remember that giving can be a year-round thing. They have an ongoing need for gift
cards, theater tickets, and other items that bring joy to Sophia Way residents.

The Sophia Way is also putting together a support network. A group is forming that will meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the Bradford
Center at First Congregational Church of Bellevue (752 108" Ave NE). Joining the support network will help both you and your congregation become
more involved in helping these women transition from the street into homes of their own.

Helen also reported that Bellevue's St. Luke’s Lutheran Church is set to vote on whether to house a newly expanded shelter for the Sophia Way and
that additional transitional housing at the Holly House located at East Shore Unitarian Universalist Church is scheduled to open April 1, 2011.

EISCC LEGISLATIVE COORDINATOR: Nancy Bent encourages those interested to stay informed of developments as the WA state legislature is
now beginning its work. If you feel moved to write to your legislator it is best to focus on one or two area and whenever possible should include
suggestions for raising revenue to fund those programs you support.

EISCC members and guest will have a opportunity to leamn much more about what is going on in Olympia and to get advocacy tips at the February 8t
EISCC meeting when the special guest will be Alice Woldt, Director of the Washington Association of Churches.

CITY OF BELLEVUE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM: Shelly Shellabarger, Volunteer Program Coordinator for the City of Bellevue wants us to know that
the City of Bellevue is very interested in connecting with local places of worship in an effort to engage congregations in their community. Most
specifically, we want to welcome folks to become involved in City of Bellevue programs!

She is looking to connect with community outreach staff or volunteers at faith based organizations and houses of worship and can offer these
services:

« Send you alerts about volunteer opportunities, emerging needs, resources & trainings
e Help you find volunteers for your special projects

e Help develop projects for your volunteer groups

e Help you connect and partner with other faith based organizations

e Help you connect and partner with nonprofit & social service agencies

For more information please contact: Shelly Shellabarger, Volunteer Program Coordinator at Volunteer@bellevuewa.gov or 425-452-5375

PROGRAM: FRIENDS OF YOUTH - Friends of Youth Executive Director, Joan Campbell (425-869-6490 ext. 313)

Since 1951, Friends of Youth has been helping young people in challenging circumstances get their lives back on track. Their vision is to see
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all youth having every opportunity to succeed. They deliver a broad range of service to youth and their families to improve their emotional
stability and self-sufficiency.

Friends of Youth provided services to at-risk youth and homeless young people at 20 sites in 17 cities throughout the Puget Sound. In 2009,
Friends of Youth served over 6,000 youth and their families through four core program areas:

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
+ Therapeutic residential services including foster care and emergency shelter care, to youth under age 18.

HOMELESS YOUTH SERVICES
*  Street outreach, overnight shelter, individual case management, employment and transitional housing programs for homeless youth
and young adults throughout East and North King County and South Snohomish County. (Friends of Youth operates Youth Haven
and the Landing, the Eastside’s only overnight youth shelters.)

YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES
+ Mental health counseling, substance abuse treatment, school-based prevention education and parenting programs in Issaquah and
the upper and lower Snoqualmie Valley.

HEALTHY START CONSORTIUM
+ Home visiting services to support young parents and their babies from birth to age three.

HISTORY
The story of Friends of Youth is clear proof that ordinary people can come together to create something extraordinary-transforming dreams
into reality.
In 1950, a Washington resident named Iva Matsen saw the challenges faced by her community: not enough quality foster homes for at-risk (at
that time, the term was “pre-delinquent”) youth; struggles with alcoholism; and a lack of encouragement for those who were most in need of
support. So she and her husband joined with other members of the University Congregational Church to take the critical step from concern to
action.
They started an organization called the Character School, renamed Friends of Youth in 1957. It was a place where young people could find a
sympathetic ear, grow personally and contribute positively to their communities. Since then, Friends of Youth has grown into a leader in
developing, providing and advocating for services for children, youth and their families. To this day, members of the Matsen family continue to
be active and involved in the organization.
Throughout the decades, the list of donors, volunteers, friends and staff of Friends of Youth has built steadily. But while the organization has
expanded impressively since its humble beginnings, its founding principles have endured: an unwavering dedication to providing quality
services, the flexibility to meet new and emerging needs; and most important, a commitment to securing the futures of the most vulnerable
members of the community.
Mrs. Matsen and her co-founders were just individuals, but they had a vision and a shared commitment to follow through on it. More than 50
years later, each person who becomes involved with Friends of Youth has an opportunity to build something just as extraordinary.
KEY STRATEGIES IN 2011
Diversify Funding by:

+  Better matching donors’ philanthropic motivation with our core service areas through targeted campaigns

« Full-time associate resource joins team

s Increase resources for grant writing

Design, locate and plan for a new facility to support program needs
+  Merging our two (under 18) shelter programs into a combined facility
« Securing a new location for overnight shelter (18-24) to provide showers, food, a safe place, and connections to Friends of Youth
staff and services — no such center currently exists on the Eastside.
* Providing low barrier transitional living/supportive permanent housing for youth who do not meet the entrance requirements for other
programs but, who, with the support of Friends of Youth, have the ability to move out of homelessness.

Organize Internal Structure to Align With Priorities
« New COO position created to head program support team (Development, IT, HR, Accounting, and Administration
¢ New Director of Business Development to head our facility budget
*  All Program Directors now report directly to CEO

CURRENT ECONOMIC IMPACT
Increased Need for Services:
+ Consistently operating at capacity at The Landing; many night they are forced to turn youth away.
«  Full capacity in their Transitional Living Program, with waiting lists.
« Healthy Start program reports that stress of unemployment and economic hardship has increased the number and length of home
visits..

Funding at Risk
+ King County eliminated $280K in funding for Healthy Start and $160K in funding for mental health services is at risk. They were
recently notified of a 6% reduction in state payments for residential services.

Friends of Youth Plan to Respond
« Expanding street outreach services to homeless youth; providing support to more communities
« Planning new facility to be more responsive to the needs of the homeless population on the Eastside.
« Creating plan for close monitoring of income and expense over the year to ensure they are meeting targets of 2011; includes plan to
adjust services as necessary to maintain programs.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTIMENT
« Financial Support
+ In-Kind Support
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o Giving Tree or other special drives
o Providing dinners at The Landing (the overnight shelter at the Bellevue YMCA)
o Creating snack packs and hygiene kits for Homeless Youth
«  Volunteer Support
o Board members
o Executive/Partner level support from Human Resources, IT, Operations, Marketing
o Skilled Volunteer Opportunities — technical support, human resources, generalists
o Unskilled Volunteer Opportunities
= Provide meals at the Landing
= Adopt a Transitional Living Program apartment for refurbishing/refurnishing

Those interested in volunteering are encouraged to check out the list of opportunities posted online at
http://iwww . friendsofyouth.org/volunteerOpp.aspx.

In 2011 Friends of Youth will be celebrating 60 of service to youth and their families in our community. They would like to thank all of their
supporters as they celebrate this milestone event.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Bridge Disability Ministries will hold a Sunday Celebration for people living with disabilities and friends Sunday, January 23rd, 4-6pm, at
Crossroads Bible Church, 15815 SE 37th St, Bellevue, 98006. Dinner will be provided. Everyone is welcome and volunteers are very much
appreciated. Call (425) 885-1006 ext#118 or email lindam@bridgemin.org for more information.

CLOSING PRAYER: Closing Prayer was offered by Steve Raberts of Congregations for the Homeless.

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, February 8, 2010, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.

PROGRAM: ADVOCACY — MAKING YOUR VOICE HEARD IN OLYMPIA AND BEYOND. Featuring Alice Woldt from the Washington Assaciation
of Churches.

LOCATION: BRISTOL HALL, ST. MARGARET'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 4228 FACTORIA BOULEVARD SE, BELLEVUE (ACROSS FROM
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL)

Brian Anderson, EISCC Secretary
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EASTSIDE INTERFAITH SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL MINUTES
P.O. Box 662, Bellevue, WA 98009-0662
March 8, 2011

The meeting was held in Bristol Hall of St. Margaret's Episcopal Church on March 8, 2011, beginning at 12:00 noon.
AN OPENING REFLECTION was provided by Dave Emery of Bridge Disability Ministries.
SELF-INTRODUCTIONS were made by 20 members and guests.

MINUTES of the February 8, 2011 meeting were approved as distributed.

TREASURER’S REPORT: EISCC Treasurer Pat McDermott (pmcdermott@amnis.com) provided a written summary;

At 2/28/2011 cash balances total over $150,000. Nothing unusual was noted during the month. Monthly patterns of income and expense are
consistent with prior periods.

SALLY WING: Long-time EISCC Board member Sally Wing is now living a local assisted living facility. She is not as mobile as she’d like and would
love to have phone calls and visitors. You can reach Sally at 425-747-5924. Because her plans include an eventual move to the East Coast, if you
are planning to call, please don’'t wait too long.

CONGREGATIONS FOR THE HOMELESS: CFH Executive Director Steve Roberts (206-295-7803 or stever@cfhomeless.org) reported that all is
going well at the shelter. They are at Grace Lutheran and are heading next to Westminster Chapel.

Outstanding legal issues surrounding the leasing of a new house have been worked out. It will open at the beginning of April and will house 8 men.

THE EASTSIDE SEVERE WEATHER SHELTER: The severe weather shelter has completed operations for the season. Operated by Congregations
for the Homeless and the Sophia Way, the shelter operated for 68 nights in the 2010-11 season.

Locations:
e Crossroads Community Center
o Opened Nov. 20 to January 15 by Criteria — total of 32 nights
¢ Old Redmond School House Community Center
o January 15t to February 20 — 36 consecutive nights.

Clients Served:
+ Approximately 226 Unduplicated persons
e Nightly count hit high of 64 and averaged approximately 39
e 19% Female — 81% Male
o Women attend less frequently due to trauma related fears, other opportunities afforded to women with children, as well as other factors.
e Participating Cities — Percentage of Clients Reporting Last Known Address:
o Bellevue — 34%; Redmond — 12%; Issaquah — 6%; Kirkland — 6%
o 17% Seattle
o Remaining clients from several other locations with lower percentages; 10% unknown

Lessons Learned:
« [n order to maintain the lowest barriers to entry, clients are served best in a devoted space. Dual use locations bring additional barriers.
o Program was successful in dual use space but not ideal for a variety of reasons.
o Community Centers experienced large loss of revenue due to lack of space rentals.

e Being open consecutive nights made a big difference. More people used the shelter because it was open consistently and predictably and they
didn’t have to wonder if they would arrive and not find it open.

e Opening on consecutive nights rather than by criteria brought many benefits:
o In addition to being a temperature life line, participants were spared severe weather rain and wind conditions.
o Clients were exposed to shelter life and the beginnings of relationship building with shelter staff that were able to share resources and
ignite trust building leading some to seek to end their personal cycle of homelessness.
o Ability for participants to navigate transportation and daytime care, work schedules, etc.

o Allowed both Congregations for the Homeless and the Sophia Way to either place participants in shelter or on a waiting list for future
placement. These relationships would not have been forged without the relationship building afforded by consecutive nights; making a
clear case that emergency shelters can play a role in ending homelessness.

Goals for 2011-12 include:

Inclusion of other partnerships such as support from other social service agencies providing resources to shelter users.
4 months of consecutive nights with criteria days before and after.

Obtaining a suitale location and adequate funding.

Staffing to incorporate a manager who will oversee staff and volunteer opportunities.

e @ o o

THE SOPHIA WAY: Sophia Way Executive Director Helen Leuzzi (425-463-6285 or director@sophiaway.org) reported that the Holly House project
is now three-quarters complete.

Reservations are being accepted for “A Culinary Journey” the Sophia Way'’s unique fundraiser that will be toasting the success of formally homeless
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women. The event is scheduled for Thursday, April 28" at the Woodmark Hotel in Kirkland. Details are available in the announcement section of
these minutes and online at www.sophiaway.org.

HEARTS AND HAMMERS: Hearts and Hammers, the annual one-day blitz to repair and rehabilitate the homes of those physically or financially
unable to do so alone, will take place on May 21, 2011. It began in 1994, as a pilot project under the sponsorship of the Langley United Methodist
Church. Now it is an independent, non-profit program that is supported by the larger community.

What repairs are done?

We do whatever repairs and renovations are possible within the scope of a one-day work party, including carpentry, plumbing, electrical work,

painting, plastering, weatherization, heavy cleaning, roofing, and trash removal.

Who pays for the Hearts and Hammers repairs?

There is no charge to the homeowners for labor or materials. Local fundraising and donations of labor and materials cover costs.

How are Hearts and Hammers homes selected?

We get suggestions from pastors, Hope Link, relatives, neighbors, and community organizations. Homeowners can also apply directly. Work

assessment teams visit proposed sites to determine needs and to see if the work is within our financial and time constraints. Final selections

are approved by the board of Hearts and Hammers.

Who can volunteer?

Skills are welcomed, but everyone can be put to work. Volunteer forms are available at Church of the Resurrection.

Who is eligible for Hearts and Hammers services?

Limited-income, elderly, and disabled homeowners are all eligible. There are no complicated eligibility forms to be filled out. If you would like

to have your home considered for repair in May, call Church of the Resurrection at 425-746-0322 or write for an application to: Hearts and

Hammers, Church of the Resurrection, 15220 Main Street, Bellevue, WA 98007.

Applications should be in by March although emergency cases can be considered through mid-April.

Why is Hearts and Hammers needed?

Maintaining a home can be physically or financially difficult for the elderly, disabled, or anyone with limited resources. Hearts and Hammers

volunteer crews hope to build community spirit and compassion while giving their neighbors a helping hand.

If your congregation is interested in participating, please contact Sandy Lewis at 425-562-1228.

CONGREGATIONS FOR KIDS: CFK is gearing up for their annual Good Start Back to School project which provides school supplies and backpacks
to students in the Bellevue School District. If your congregation is interested in helping out, please contact them at info@conareaations4kids ora.

PROGRAM: BRIDGE DISABILITY MINISTRIES — HONORING EVERYONE'S GIFTS, BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS, ENRICHING OUR
CHURCHES, OUR COMMUNITY, AND CHANGING OUR LIVES FOREVER!

Rev. Dr. Dave Emery, Spiritual Care Director of Bridge Disability Ministries was on hand to share their mission and ministry. Because Bridge
Disability Ministries honors the God-given dignity and giftedness of people with disabilities, they work to build relationships that can alleviate isolation
as well as enrich our churches and community.

Bridge works in three broad areas:

Spiritual Care:
So often people living with a physical and/or developmental disability are left wondering about their own worth and value. They find
themselves facing losses and isolation that most say cause far more suffering than does their actual disability. Many feel that not only are
they not welcome in their communities, but they feel like strangers even in their own churches. Responding to the need to alleviate isolation
and rejection is the mission of Bridge's Spiritual Care Ministry.

Bridge builds programs and relationships to serve:
e  Adults and families living with physical and/or developmental disabilities
e  Church communities intentional about being inclusive
« Businesses and other agencies interested in disability concerns

Services Include:
* Visits with people in their homes, or hospital rooms
Supporting people through their life experiences and goal setting
* Relationship building opportunities through small groups and events

Through inclusion, people can begin to feel hopeful, affirmed and valued, able to appreciate their own God-given gifts and share them with
others.

For more information about Spiritual Care, contact: Rev. Dr. David Emery at (425) 885-1006 ext 112, or chaplain@bridgemin.org.

Mobility Services:
Bridge provides mobility items such as wheelchairs, walkers, commodes, bath benches etc. at no cost to those who can't afford it.

Mobility helps to alleviate isolation and allows people to participate and move more freely within their community. Gaining better access to
basic needs, resources, jobs, education and other opportunities promotes awareness and greater independence.

If you are in need of mobility items or if you have items that you'd like to donate, Bridge wants to hear from you. ltems include:

Bathtub/Shower Grab Bar
« Bed Rails

« Canes

¢ Commode Chair

»  Crufches
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¢  Cushions

+ Hospital Beds

= Hoyer

«  Lift Chairs

« Raised Toilet Seat
s Scooter, Powered

e Shower chair

»  Table over the bed
« Toilet Rails

« Transfer Bench

«  Walker

e Wheelchairs

For more information about Bridge's mobility services call 425-885-1008 or equipment@bridaemin.org.

Guardianship Ministry:
Many people with severe disabilities enjoy a lifetime of support from their family and friends. But often, a time comes when family is unable to
meet their needs. It is then that they require a trusted advocate who can help them manage their finances and health and promote social
interaction and community access. That's where Bridge comes in.

Bridge is the court-appointed legal guardian of 40 people with incapacitating developmental disabilities. Bridge has been appointed by the
court to take responsibility for the decisions affecting each individual like legal and medical issues. While taking this responsibility, Bridge
seeks to maximize the independence, and power of choice of each client.

Guardianship in Action - For 20 years Bridge has served their clients by:
«  Personally visiting and involving each individual we serve in the community in order to affirm his/her life and dignity
Advocating for the most appropriate housing, medical care and activities of daily living
Mentoring and educating volunteers whao are visiting in one-to-one friendships
Sponsoring events to enhance community inclusion
Nurturing potential family relationships
Documenting all guardianship involvement in order to support advocacy efforts and legal court requirements
Managing their limited assets
Celebrating birthdays and Christmas

For more information about Bridge’s guardianship ministry, contact Patty Croteau, Lead Guardian Specialist at 425-885-1006, ext. 102 or
pattyc@bridgemin.org.

Bridge Disability Ministries works to help us and our congregations look at the ways that we live together. We are here to welcome and include
everyone — especially those who are excluded elsewhere. This extends to inclusion in our worship services. As people with disabilities, particularly
those with intellectual disabilities, join us in worship experiences, we see things differently. Bridge invites our faith communities to see things
differently.

More information about Bridge, including their video, is available on their website at www.bridgemin.org.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CULINARY JOURNEY 2011: TOAST THE SUCCESS OF FORMERLY HOMELESS WOMEN - Join The Sophia Way at a very special dining
event to be held April 28, 2011. Twelve of the area’s finest chefs will prepare a five-course menu for twelve tables. Participating chefs are
from bin on the Lake, El Gaucho, the Icon Grill, the Library Bistro, Monsoon Bellevue, Sazerac, the Waterfront Seafood Grill, Tallant House,
Thoa's Restaurant & Lounge, Sullivan Steak House, Woodland Park Zoo-Lancer Catering and the Woodmark Hotel.

Be one of the 132 guests to partake in this unique event to be held on the shores of Lake Washington UNDER THE TENT at the Woodmark
Hotel in Kirkland. The event will feature paired wines from Washington vineyards and will be preceded by a wine, beer social hour along with
hors d'oeuvres prepared by our participating chefs.

A wine silent auction will be conducted during the cocktail hour and a mini live auction with a culinary and travel theme will take place during
dinner.

This fund-raising event brings us together to celebrate the success of The Sophia Way and raise operating funds to continue to assist
eastside homeless women connect to permanent housing.

Culinary Journey is truly an inspired collaboration in support of unforgettable, real-life success stories which people like you make possible. If
you can come to one dinner this spring, share our Journey.

If you'd like to help us make this event a success, please consider joining our volunteer committee. Tickets are $125 per person and
reservations can be made by calling Helen Payton or Olivia Davis at 425-463-6285 for more information.

BRIDGE DISABILITY MINISTRIES will hold a Celebration Dance for people living with disabilities and friends Saturday, April 9th, 1-4pm, at
Newport Covenant Church, 12800 SE Coal Creek Pkwy, Bellevue, 98006. Dinner will be provided and there will be a live band. Everyone is
welcome and volunteers are very much appreciated. There is no charge as usual, but this is a Fundraiser so pledges of dancers and/or
donations are encouraged. Please call (425)885-1006 ext#118 or email lindam@bridgemin.org for more information.

NAMI EASTSIDE is looking to establish relationships with area congregations. They are a chapter of the National Alliance on Mental lliness
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and works to improve the quality of life of those persons affected by acute and chronic mental iliness through support, education and
advocacy. For more information please contact NAMI at 425-885-6264 or info@nami-eastside.org.

CROP WALK: The annual Bellevue CROP Walk sponsored by Church World Service which raises money to combat hunger both locally and
globally, will be held Sunday, May 15% at 1:00 p.m. in downtown Bellevue. For more information, visit www.bellevuecropwalk.org.

A CLOSING REFLECTION was offered by Dave Emery of Bridge Disability Ministries.
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, April 12, 2011, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.
PROGRAM: THE SOPHIA WAY ~ ASSISTING WOMEN ON THEIR JOURNEY TO INDEPENENCE.

LOCATION: BRISTOL HALL, ST. MARGARET'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 4228 FACTORIA BOULEVARD SE, BELLEVUE (ACROSS FROM
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL)

Brian Anderson, EISCC Secretary
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EASTSIDE INTERFAITH SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL MINUTES
P.O. Box 662, Bellevue, WA 98009-0662
February 8, 2011
The meeting was held in Bristol Hall of St. Margaret's Episcopal Church on February 811, 2011, beginning at 12:00 noon.
OPENING PRAYER was provided by EISCC President JoAnne Way.
SELF-INTRODUCTIONS were made by 29 members and guests.

MINUTES of the January 11, 2011 meeting were approved as distributed.

TREASURER'S REPORT: EISCC Treasurer Pat McDermott (pmcdermott@amnis.com) submitted a report (see attached) that President Way read in
his absence:

At 12/31/2010 cash balances total over $161,000. Because of 4th quarter billing,
accounts receivable total over $163,000. Nothing unusual was noted during the month.
Qur financial condition remains strong.

CONGREGATIONS FOR THE HOMELESS: CFH Executive Director Steve Roberts (206-295-7803 or stever@cfhomeless.orq) reported that in 2010
the program provided 10,500 bed nights, 31,000 meals (prepared by their 12 host and 31 support congregations), and 3,700 case management
hours. Sixty-eight men left the shelter for permanent housing. That is a remarkable 73 % of clients that successfully transitioned from the streets into
homes of their own. Since 2006, a total of 252 CFH clients have left lives on the street to permanent housing.

CFH is keeping supporters updated through e-newsletters that are sent every six weeks. To sign up for the e-newsletter, please visit
www.cfhomeless.org.

Steve also reported that CFH is just about t sign a lease on a 6-bedroom house in Bellevue that will provide even more transitional housing for the
program’s clients.

THE SOPHIA WAY: Sophia Way Executive Director Helen Leuzzi (425-463-6285 or director@sophiaway.ora) reported that Sophia Way winter 2011
e-newsletter is also available. Find it at http://www.sophiaway.org/Sophiaway.org/2011 Winter Newsletter.html.

The major focus of the Sophia Way in 2011 will be three growth projects:
Holly House: Opening soon, the remodeled Holly House will provide additional transitional housing for six women.

St. Luke's Lutheran Church: The congregation of St. Luke's Lutheran Church in Bellevue has voted to approve the use of the space under their
sanctuary for use as a shelter. This will provide shelter space for 22 women, more than doubling the currently available space. It will feature raised
beds and cubical space to offer additional privacy. This vote also signals the beginning of an ambitious capital campaign. Once competed, this will
significantly impact homelessness on the Eastside.

Additional Section 8 Housing: Grants received through King County and the United Way will provide 17 additional subsidized housing vouchers for
Sophia Way clients.

Helen thanked supporting congregations for all their help and, with so much work before us, urges congregational representatives to discuss new
ways to partner with the Sophia Way to fight homelessness in our community.

THE EASTSIDE SEVERE WEATHER SHELTER: Funding to operate the Eastside Severe Weather Shelter nightly runs out February 151, After that,
the shelter will only be open based on specific cold weather criteria. The shelter has been serving some 50 individuals each night.

CROP WALK: The annual Bellevue CROP Walk sponsored by Church World Service which raises money to combat hunger both locally and globally,
will be held Sunday, May 15" at 1:00 p.m. in downtown Bellevue. An informational meeting is scheduled for Saturday, March 26™ at 9:30 a.m. at First
Congregational Church in Bellevue (752 108™ Ave NE). For more information, visit www.bellevuecropwalk.org.

PROGRAM: FAITH AND LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Alice Woldt of the Washington Association of Churches (206-625-9790 or woldt@thewac.org) reported on their efforts to speak up for the
most vulnerable among us in Olympia as the Washington State Legislature moves through the budget process.

The first few weeks of the session have dealt with the supplemental budget which will take the state through June of this year. The loss of
revenue collected through the additional tax on soda and candy which was voted out by initiative in the last election has added to the now
$257 million dollar hole in this budget.

After dealing with the supplemental budget, work will begin on the budget for the next biennium to which $4.7 billion in additional cuts will
need to be made.

According to the “Rebuilding Our Economic Future Coalition: (www.oureconomicfuture.orq; info@oureconomicfuture.ora), although it is widely
thought that all the legislature need do is to “cut the fat out of government” in order to balance these budgets, this is simply not true. Our
basic public services are on life support. The $5 billion in funding that has been cut in the past two years from our education and health
care systems, programs that protect clean air and water, and services that protect the most vulnerable has put these programs on life
support. We are not talking about minor trims — this is about the complete elimination of core programs. Our communities can not afford to
take deeper cuts to services at a time when the need for those services continues to grow.

They say that the legislature must consider a more responsible, balanced approach: We have been scrutinizing every dollar we spend
on education, healthcare and other critical services, but tax loopholes and subsidies have escaped the same scrutiny. It's time to level the
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playing field.

They suggest that the legislature:
« Prevent deeper cuts to education, healthcare and other programs by keeping all funding options on the table, including ending tax
subsidies to special interests such as out-of-town banks, private jet owners, and elective cosmetic surgery.
« Continue to reform the tax exemption system by making it more accountable and transparent, subjecting it to at least the same level
of scrutiny as all other spending.
«  Work to recover the hundreds of millions lost each year due to tax evasion.

Making the case for revenue: Raising revenue is consistent with past practices. States often reduce taxes during economic expansions and
increase them during downturns. In the recession of the early 1990s, 44 states raised taxes; in the early 2000s, 30 states did so. A recent
study found that states that raised taxes during the last recession recovered at the same speeds as states that did not raise taxes despite
starting in a deeper economic hole. (http://www.cbpp.ora/files/5-13-09sfp.pdf.)

The WAC is working to present a balanced approach advocating that the state budget be balanced not only by cutting services, but also by
increasing revenue.

It is vitally important that people of faith actively work to get out our message to all of our legislators that this time of economic uncertainty, we
must not ignore our charge to feed the hungry, provide shelter for the homeless, welcome the stranger, and comfort those who are ill or in
prison. Itis especially important in the wake of the recently passed initiative that requires a two-thirds majority to approve any tax increase —
including the elimination of tax loopholes. And while special interests such as banks have financial resources and lobbyists, we have only our
strong voices and our relationships with our elected representatives.

How to make your voice heard:

Sign up for action alerts: It can be both confusing and discouraging trying to keep up with the various bills making their way through the
legislative process, but we must not allow this to keep us from being strong advocates on behalf of those who most need our help. One way
to reduce the confusion is to sign up for emails and action alerts from faith-based organizations like the Washington Association of Churches
and their advocacy partner the Lutheran Public Policy Office. These informative emails keep you informed and aware of the process and
provide you with easy ways to help you contact your legislators to let them know what you think about specific measures they are
considering. Visit them at www.lppowa.org or www.thewac.org.

Go to Olympia! The Washington Council of Churches is holding their annual Interfaith Advocacy Day on Thursday, March 17, The
theme is “Take Action for the Common Good.” There you will be able to participate in interfaith prayers, hear briefings and attend workshops
on legislative issues and the state budget crisis, and meet your legislators to voice your concerns. Detailed information is available below in
the announcement section or by visiting www.thewac.org or calling 206-625-9790

Any other questions? Call 206-625-9790 or email wac@thewac.orq,

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
INTERFAITH ADVOCACY DAY: Thursday, March 17, take “Faithful Action for the Common Good!” to Olympia for InterFaith Advocacy Day.
Participate in interfaith prayers, hear briefings and attend workshops on legislative issues and the state budget crisis, and meet your
legislators to voice your concems! Because of the diminishing tax revenues and continuing budget cuts, it will be very important for the moral

voice of the faith community to be heard during this session of the legislature.

Participant will gather at United Churches, 110 11th Ave SE at 8:30 a.m. and move to the Columbia Room in the State Capitol at noon.
Appointments and meetings should be finished by 3:00 p.m. All faith communities are welcome!

Registration is $20 before March 10, then $25 up until the event. Registration includes an Information Packet, Continental Breakfast, Lunch,
and Legislative Appointments. To register online visit http:/ifad2011.eventbrite.com/.

If you'd like to pay by check, mail in your credit card information, or pay at the door, download the printable registration form visit
http://thewac.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Registration-Form-1-per-page2.pdf and send it to: The WAC, P.O. Box 95949, Seattle, WA
98145.

Note: A bus will be available to take people from the Mountiake Terrace and Seattle areas to and from Olympia (note on your registration if
you would like to take advantage of this option).”

Some scholarships may be available for those who need them due to income and/or distance traveled. If you'd like to be considered for a
scholarship, or if you'd like to contribute funds toward scholarships, email Allyson Fredericksen at allyson@thewac.org. Any other questions?
Call 206-625-9790 or email wac@thewac.org.

BRIDGE DISABILITY MINISTRIES will hold a Sunday Celebration for people living with disabilities and friends Sunday, February 27th,
10:30am-1pm, at St Andrew Presbyterian Church, 3604 NE 10t Ct, Renton, 98056. This will be an inclusive worship service and luncheon.
Everyone is welcome and volunteers are very much appreciated.

Bridge will also hold a Sunday Evening Celebration for people living with disabilities and friends on Sunday, March 20th, 4-6pm, at St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, 2650 148" Ave SE, Bellevue, 98007. Dinner will be provided. Everyone is welcome and volunteers are very
much appreciated.

Call (425)885-1006 ext#118 or email lindam@bridgemin.org for more information.

TENDING ADAM'S GARDEN is a monthly interfaith dialogue that focuses on sacred teachings about what it means to be a complete and
fulfilled human being, and a responsible member of the human family. "Adam" is a metaphor symbolic of every human being, having free will
and the capacity for both beneficial and harmful actions. Humanity is the garden in which we each have a place and a chance to bloom fully,
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This program fosters ways of being in the world that are considered desirable across cultures and by the great faith traditions. It encourages
participants to affirm and pursue their ideals and the virtuous qualities they would like to develop more fully. "Adam’s Garden" seeks to help
participants attain greater confidence, purpose, and peace of mind by applying universal principles for living to their everyday lives and
relationships.

Each session begins with a "Three Cups of Tea" time, followed by short panel presentations based on sacred writings from different
traditions. After the presentations, there is a time for Q & A and small group dialogue.

Please help us cultivate greater understanding and cooperation in our little slice of the universe. Help tend "Adam’s Garden" on Sunday,
March 6 (from 3:30 to 6:00 pm) in the fellowship hall at St Peter's United Methodist Church, 17222 NE 8th Street, Bellevue, 98008.

For more information and to Register contact either Sanaa Joy Carey at joycarey@msn.com or Phil Gerson at pgerson_8@msn.com. No
charge - Offerings from the heart accepted - Light refreshments served. Please join us!

PANCAKE BATTER: Planning a fundraiser or feeding the community? EISCC President JoAnne Way has 4 10-Ib bags of pancake mix
available to someone willing to pick them up. Contact her at waytandi@comcast.net.

CLOSING PRAYER: Closing Prayer was offered by Lloyd Van Vactor of Northshore United Church of Christ.

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, March 8, 2011, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.

PROGRAM: BRIDGE DISABILITY MINISTRIES - HONORING EVERYONE’S GIFTS, BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS, ENRICHING OUR
CHURCHES, OUR COMMUNITY, AND CHANGING OUR LIVES FOREVER!

LOCATION: BRISTOL HALL, ST. MARGARET'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 4228 FACTORIA BOULEVARD SE, BELLEVUE (ACROSS FROM
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL)

Brian Anderson, EISCC Secretary

http://sz0175.ev.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/public/blank.html 2/19/2011



